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broidered like the bodice, but with gold and colored
gems. On the head is a small toque, also in velvet, and
encrusted with precious stones.
The other quadrilles have chosen costumes which differ
in cut and shape but were equally splendid. The twenty-
four beauties have crossed the arena under the concen-
trated gaze of thousands of eyes, each wearing a long
transparent veil figured with gold which, fastened to her
headdress, floats'to the ground. Now they are sitting
motionless beneath their veils in the tribune, and countless
glances are cast at these living flowers of beauty, wearing
more than thirty million francs in jewels. Another flourish
announces the sovereigns. Everyone rises; the twenty-four
beauties throw back their veils. To thunderous applause,
the Austrian Emperor seats himself in the center of the
tribune facing the beauties, with the Empress beside him.
The other sovereigns and reigning princes arrange them-
selves in order; of precedence. Half the sovereigns of
Europe are here tonight. For a while, it was believed that
Marie Louise and the little King of Rome would come;
but at the last moment she had preferred not to leave
Schonbrunn.
The monarchs and spectators have been seated. Immedi-
ately the hall resounds to the shattering strains of martial'
music. The twenty-four paladins are at the gate. They are
the flower of the Empire's nobility. They, too, are divided
into four quadrilles corresponding to the colors of the
women's quadrilles, and they are all in the costume of the
day: dose-fitting velvet doublet with puffed sleeves and
satin lapels, the front ornamented with gold buttons and
braid; tight breeches; yellow half-boots with gilded spurs;
gauntlets of the same color, embroidered with gold; a large
hat turned up in front, where a white plume which
curled to one side was fastened with a diamond clasp;
and a sword held up by a belt encrusted with diamonds.
Each lady has givep. her knight a magnificent scarf em-
broidered with silk and gold; this is worn an the opposite